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/ mitigate your Sorrow, and prevent its peryer "I Kos bh E: 
the Apeſtles Inſtruftion concerning them-whoſle bh, £ - | 

in jt s, that we ought not to ſorrow as do. | 
Lo ak orhers, who have no ope. Such were the ; 3 


"7 excellent Daughter, is leſs than others would hitve- 4 


gpexaamny  E [ad Occofin of the Sermon, 
ECTS 7 and your Relation to Her, whoſe dj» 
2 es #2 requeſt was fulfilled in my preach» 
OY 45 my it, doth fiyle the Dedication yours. © 

"Re 7 hough what I bave mention'dof your- _ 


ſaid onthe ſame ſubjeft, yet havmg given an account. © 
of ber preparedneſs and willingneſs to oy w_ 
that ſhould be conſidered as a Jufficient 4; 


ns; and *tis obſerv'd of them, that they” mowed. - 
longer for the death of old Tacob, than his «wn Son _ 
Joleph did. 1 know a? Time of Her Death , 


gives an Accent to the Calamity: That before your 
Weeds were laid aſide for one of the beſt 
i of oe tet ENd par 


men, and of the Truth it ſelf; you ſhould be 
forced to coutinue the ſamez” or put -on more, for the 
L ols of ſuch a Child, i=: the Prime of Ber Jouth, 
and: Strength, and Beauty "A Loſs for which you 
do not mourn , alone, fmce many others are partners 
of -your -orief ; * not by ſympathy only *as' pitying you, 
but from a due Reſpe&t and Aﬀedtion to ber, and their 
,own Concern at her departure. ACT þ 3M 

.. But as your Afﬀictions abound;: God can 
make your -Conlolations . by  Chrift -abound 
much more : And ſuch Loſſes as theſe, \ though 
ſome of the ſmarteſt and moſt affliftive to humane 
Nature) may turn .to your Spiritual Gam : And even 
this Rod, like that of Aaron, may. bloſſom, and 
produce the peaceable' Fruits 'of Righteouſneſs : 
If m the want of their Company, God himſelf be 
more depended on as your All in all : Tf their, re- 
moyal out of this World, promote your Mortification to 
it: if ther bemg taken up to Heaven, aſſiſt your 
Preparations, and-excite your deſires to follow : God 
hath already made good his Covenant Promiſe, in a 
very peeuliar manner, to thoſe whom be gave, and 
» hath taken from you;. and I truſt will do ſo. as to 
thoſe who remain : that they. may know and ſerve 
| the God of their Fathers with a perte& hearr, 
and lee the Felicity of his Choſen : T hat they 
may tread in the ſteps. of their departed Relatives, 
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"thing to your Support : - or at leaſt be accepted, as \ 
 Expreſſi 70n wy my Obedience in complying with. y« 

requeſt thus tomake it publick: And: as a Teſtimony -Y 
of wy fried Reptt ts the raeory of th de. 
ph Fn with a ſeruous defire of fome benefit to” others = 
alſo, by ſuch a remarkable Inſtance of an Early 
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tions ; to bis Glorycand- your Comfort, and their Sal» 
vation..- And if God ſhould not make your houle._- 


to gro w, yet he hath made an Everlaſtig 
venant with you, well ordered: n all-things, * 


and (ure. 
I wiſh the following Diſcourſe may contribute © —_ 


Piery, of 2 Exemplary Life, of . a 

Death.: Which 'God grant, who alone; can+ 
Goodout of Evil ; all whoſe Works are oy 
whoſe Wayes are Judgmbnt, T am 
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READER 1 
Reader, - ne 34 : 
"I Being Eaxrneftly defired, both by the Relations 
KY Zhe Sew Gentlewoman, and by the Preacher L 
i the following Funeral Sermon, to Teſtifie what 1 

-.\ bnew of the Gracious and wonderful workings of 
the holy Spirit upon the Heart of this Perſon during 
Her Life; 1 could not bat yield to their. Importumnate 
Fd weſt Ly ._ ; v 4 . 4 
fe? upon this occaſion T muſt declare ; That having 
Kypown her from her Childhood ; -and having - very | 
much abſerved ber Converſation of \ late, and | berry 
called to give her ſeveral wiſits in her ſiekneſs,' 7 
believe ( upon the whote ) that God did give her 
found Repentance fr, and « Full -Remiffion of. all © 
* . ber fins, through the mediation of our Lord and Savi- © a 
ſy —exr Jeſus Chriſt. | 
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I can effare- thee, Reader, who ever thou art : that 
ſhe had an awakened fight of her ſins, accompanied L 
withe a great meaſure of Godly Sorrow for them; I ; 
diſcerned alſo in her a deep Humiliation, 'ayd I heard | 
ber openfelt-Condemnatian rhereupon. I found in her al( 
a clear Krowledoe of the Nature ofthe New Covenant ; 
rogether with a Right Apprehenfion of the Nature of 
that Faith, which is Required of all men { and is through 
Grace beſtowed upon ſome penitents ) whereby the Soul 
doth attein to. an Iniereft in that Covenant : It be-.. 
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. Soul of this deceaſed perfon. And therefore I have wer 
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ins, chevely; a nwoChrit; aca, and; wn 
pcs the Benefits of his Merits : and doth receive. the Tits 
of his Attonement with che Inhabitation of his Spirit. __ 
Saving Faith and True Repentance are alwayes inſeparable; 
and therr C onjuniFion doth evidence and ſpeak them to be true © F 
and ſaving : both Theſe ( I do believe) were united in 5 


Hopes of her State : All Faith which is pretended pd 
pentance ts wanting, 1 account tobe nothing but a reſt | 
Confidence; and ell [eemins Repentance, which is not 4 
nicd with ſome Faith in the Divine Goodneſs, and in the pr 
ſes made thereof ( by our Lord Yeſus ) is no "other thayt Go. 4 
pentance of a Cain,or a Judas his deſpair... A 

Our Lord Feſus did (as i were) Epitomize the whole Gl | 
and comprehended rhe whole Duty of man in two words : Þ ; 
Repent and Believe : and*tis robe obſerved ; that theſe. : 
are ſet inthe ver mo as the Text to all bis Minift, Fairy, ks. Pa A 
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L Juſt yed fo tha Heart zs Yer ty changed ares 
in weave SanRtified; and the fe ofthe, mas (for prlh Fature}. > 
will be proportionably univerſally Holy. "Would the - Gente of the e- 
preſent Age allow me ta aſe Merophort is 8 wy bY 


ſhould think that T dil then beſt explitape to vulgar «i 
nature of ſaving Faith : as when Þ did calf Faith the Daugh- - 
ter of Kpowledze, the Siſter of Repentance, and the Mother of * 
Love ; for the Holy Ghoſt telfs as, that Faith comes in by Hear- 3 
ing : Ro. to. 1 7. Thatit Parifies the Heart, Ads 15, 9. ani 
works by Love, Gat--5. 6. oe: 
"That God hed. giuen this perſon, the True Seed of| fichs Fai cith, 
was evident by it's ” Praits : pra Aboſtle els us,. that he that h 
«ot - | mand of Chriſt, heis none of his, Ro. 8. 9. And « i W 
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” he tells us, that as many. as are. led by the Spirit. are the Chil- 
| drenofGod, Ro. 8. 16. Now I muſt profeſs that (ſo far as I 
' was able to Judge) I have ſeldom ſeen a dying perſon, manifeſt. 
| moreof aChriſt-like Spirit than. ſhe did ; That is, I never ſaw 
| . more of a Spirit Thirſting after communion with God, of a. 2 
 Spiritmorecontemning the World, of a Spirit more deeply. bow- 
ing «nto the will of God, or a Spirit more patient under the 
Craſs ; and more Submitting to the Rod of Goa. 

 Tndeed I knew once a perſon, that did exceed her herein ; and 
it was her Renowned Father : a man of the greateſt and moſt 
deſerved name, for Piety aud Sincerity, for Humility and: 
Patience, of all men, In or Near the City, that I have knowy: : 'Þ1. 
Who Feared no Painor Torture upon any other account , but this E 
oply, viz. Leaſt they ſhould tempt him to the Leaft unbecome- 
ing Groan, in ſome great paroxiſme of the Stone.. 

* TheSubmitting of our wills to divine will and pleaſure in | 
all things, is the ſurme andſubſtanceogf all praftical Religion. 
here, and the full conforming of our wills zo the divine will, 
| andmind, zs the height and" Top of all mans Happineſs here-. 
© after : 70 enjoy this priviledge,of full conformity to God, 7s the 
| Portion of None in this World ; and to perform that. Duty off 
' ſubmiſſion to him, is the Attainment of but very Few ; yet this- i 
| - deceaſed perſon was ſo great a Favourite,as that God was plea-- [ 

* fed to beſtow this "5h, Yam to be worn in her, Buſom, who did. 
ſeem with John to Lye wery near the Heart of her:Sawiour. , 
Very ſignal and Conſpicuous is the diſcriminatog.. Grace of 
God, towards ſome perſons more thas' towards others ; *tis. 
| tra, that God is nct wanting to the Happineſs of any of his: 
| Creatures : and his abſolute Sovereignt me all things tobe. 
* goverued by his Infinite goodneſs ;, /o that, he is both. Juſt, .and 
| ' goodro al{* yet there is nothing more notable, | or more evident, - 
 \ than that there areſome aries of his Lowe, who. are his Segul- 
If. Tahs; his peculiar ones : in whom God doth eſpecially delight ; 
| ard untowhom God doth ao good with his whole Heart,” Jer. 32-. 
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03 was haſtened 7 her, that 


ſach thing ; Bleſſed be God, that ſhe 
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WW God doth fo 7 per roger men: to te > Holtchs: choice 7 we 
doth beſtow u ou m what they do fully and Finall chools ©2. "ſo; 
he will him ſe fel choo Ce 4s wg and he will do with his own Bras, 
tuitous favour as hineelf ple afeth ; andbe wilt give Wo accoume 2 
roany of his _ ap webs " Heſfed P 4.8 

A great Inſtance hereof was this now bleſſed perſon, of mhom - 
Fo Key that her whale Life was full of God's ſn, i nd. 
that Mercy and Truth did follow her ever all her daies; w * 
daics, the favour of Heaven would not fa - to be man many og hf T 
becauſe it did oradain, that her Sorrows and her y Temptatic 1 
ſhould be but Few. 

Time being nothing but a drefling Room to Erernity ; ao 
ſhorter # 5s, the ſooner do Holy Souls enter into the more im-". þ 
mediate preſence of the Glorious Majeſty. ” 

It is Reckoned in holy Writ, as an att of very Great kinds.} 
neſs ſhewn by Hegai” ( the Kings Chamberlain ) unto Eſther,” : 
that all things neceſſary for her Purification, 4 and for her. _ Ane © 
preparing yt the love of her defi Husband ( The great : 

King Ahaſhuerus,) were given zo her more ſpeedily than to © 
others : whereby A Qurcker acceſs to the Kyzng was afforded hey | 2 ; 
and the Crown was fo much the ſooner fer upon her Head.” 

The good Spirit of God did deal fomething after the fe "_ 
manner, with this young Virgin : For the work of Santtificati- : 

F might the more early re erve tf e 3 
Crown of Glory, from the King of Kings : and might tbe p reſent- of 
ed holy and without ſpot, or blennſh\ or wrinkle or any ſuch thing: * 

Few pages, and fewer hours allotted me far this work, will nor” 6 

mit me to enumerate the many ſpecial favonrs that werey No 
ſhoured down «por: this perfon while ſhe lived. | 

T ſhall not therefore take noticeof the privitedges of her Birth; © 

or the Honour of her Farnily, which were great ; atither w, - 
1 mention her Natur al exdowments, op parts, or Beauty, or any. 
ſelf” ( though young 3 5 

had learmed before her death, ro Rerkon ſuch exjoyments as | 
< x eo 3 
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* theſe, to be very mean and poor, when compared with the Joyes 
| that were ſet before her. | th 

| They are Love-tokens of agreater value, which I did obſerve 

E to be conferred upon her ; and theſe were ſuch and ſo many ; ; 
'. That I may ſay that ſhe was one of thoſe that God had bleſſed 2 
EF with all ſpiritual bleſſings in heavenly things in Chriſt : 

| and T may adde with the Apoſtle, that God having choſen her 

E in him How before 'the Foundation of the world, to be holy 

F and without Blame. 4nd the ſame God having decreed the 

E end, did alſo ordain the Means. ; 

| Accordingly, in the Firſt place the kindneſs of God appear- 

F .ed in ordering, #hat ſhe ſhould be born of, and brought up by 

| ery pious, and Religious Parents ; and few perſons did ever = 
F enjoy more Spiritual Nurtriture, and Admonition, or had 4 
> greater ſtock of Prayers laid up for. them, than this Gentlewo- 
| man, ad the reſt of rota & | 210320 ard, 

| © Another ſingular Mercy, which wid promote her Salvation, 
WW wes the excelent pattern, of modeſty, vertue, and piety which 2 
was afforded her by her elder Siſters. The Influence of a Good 

| example is alwazes greatly Advantagious : but when it is. found. 
” Da near Relations, "tis 
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: tis much more obliging and effiicacious. .. 
FF Another great Bleſſing, much , conducing to her Eternal 
© Happineſs, was this, that in her youth, ſbe exfojed the privi- {A 
| ledge of Arrending upon ſuch an eminent Mini oy ; that the 

- axe Enemies thereof, hcve been heard to Confels, that it. is: | 
i. very Learned, ad moſt Rational, and further rhey know not : -—L 
but ſach as are Taught of God, and have their ſpiritual ſen- 
” Ces exerciſed, /o as to be acquainted, zot only with the form. 
* of Godlineſs, but alſo with the power thereof, theſe men do: 
ſay,. that the Charatters which the others do. give of this emi- 
went perſons teaching,are moſt true ;, and they do further alſo. 
* {ay;that it isextraordinary Clear and convincing, molt Evan-- 
elical a»d Scriptural ; greatly praQtical and profitable, and. -j 
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Now- ER retbermnany. (if h fonali 
carried ; whoſe poo oa wt 3s be entreated ; 1 
hearts were Sofc.and GRO MOI 7 
and ſuch Example ; who enjoyed ſuch Teaching abi 
Counſel at home z and all, accompanyed with fexvent Kt 0 
for a Bleſſing, which Lam ſure t did not WAR; E74p 
of her Father, that his Cuſtom 948. (, ich vhs Eh fi 
Seven times a day to pray unto, the: Lond, and jo praile- him... ! Aer 
over, I am informed, that this deceaſed DART 
ſpend much time in Clolet-Pra rayet of Ite.y.ronfeder then, d./ay,-whest 
we may not hope confidently, 7 hat the Grace of God bad ſavingly. 4 and, - 
effecually wrought .npors ber-4 wha: Hot wſiblycin Covenants 3 
Ged; and obeſe] btari. #iſo.God:had Aiſpoſedand  prepared;' wars 4 
ſpecial Means of Grace which he bad beſtowed upon her.. 

And this is yet pore evident, if we. refle(t-upop Gods denlog wich © Ye 
her in her laſt $ 3: Whereby. God id Go 19: ioak wie oe 


ateply. vopal on ber _ \Her ditemper was; one of, the worſt ſort, q 
Fox. :. At her firſt being taken, ſhe had fre appebenſone 6 that 
a rus Fa ts age nn} 
frring. the aſſiſtanee of. ſome Niniſters therein; ad ſhe was, wiſh 7% be 
many: ſhe opened her caſe to us all, and God was pleaſedto oo « ber.to. - 
ſſpett and be jedlons of the worſt; 5 and to Confeſs, and condemn ber 
ſelf far, ben: Sint, both of Omiſſion, as well as Commiſſion-; arig.bumbly Ge bp 
inquire after the only way. of Pardon.: And it pleaſed God ſo tob , 4 
theſe laſt. belps,as that none: of 4,who Siſoed Fs doubt; bus the, we 
Spirit who convinced her of Sinand © Righteouſneſs, aides length; 
{cal her upto che'day of Redemption. I 
The Alpha, the fir # Paginaings and Foundation: of all pradtical Rolla Y 
gion, 5; that alt ,whereby 6. Soul doth. Cal ens Cot vl freely; 
and expreilely dedicate and deyotezr ſelf unto prom : 
Trhits the Saints in 2 Cot- 8, bo The Omega, the op eG T 
eonſummating work of 4 devout Soul, is 89;commit wot orts Fd 
Spirit into the hands of God,asto a faithful Creator : thus did 
Atts +7. 59. Tea thus did our Lord Feſus bimſelf 2 Luk.23,46. 
. This alſo did. this; bleſſed Porſon : ſhe did, I hope,. begia well. Ein | 
early Conlecration of her ſelf to God ; I amſure (he did end well ; poi p 
?+45\ the end that Crowns | the work : :. ſbe d reckon, . that ſhe had . 
fully Finiſhed. her courſe ; nor rightly laid the Top-ſtone of her 1pj! "= 3 
tual a gi 0 as tocry Grace, Grace unto it; wntill ſhe had moſt.” - 
devoutly and. rt fer up her Soul to God in Tye —_ the. 
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- _ fervent of her Soul; | « did | 
| the Arms 4nd Boforisf ber Savivnr, in whoſe precioui Blood, fhe did 
| hope, chit ab Bo Pr weronow filly waſhed way © nod 


| © ther Sermon bad been toher felf. 
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©I did "realy obey" the Cail, wnid 288" vomply ah bar defi for I 


HE did; andQ6 judge," that this difire of Wir proceeded from: ſome extraor- 
F dinaty-Impallc, ard work of the Holy'Ghioſt © And 'Readir, thou 
Tir thinks as FMbe;' 5f thin ſhalt read wi obſervevbe effectiond con- 
# . ſequencechrref i ns it TrirelaretÞ ro'rheu tn the cloſe of the. following 
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0 war made” whwn- bir SpiRM" 0) octafron of" \Mhi# Author? 'proſegting 


her with a Funeral Serttyio1; which he had prevehed but a little while ber 


fore ſhe was taken lick: which Sermon ſhe — and read, 


and diligently conſidered ; ſhe wasbeard ro ſay, That ſhe did think, that 
herowns change'wvald ole 3 and that ſhe could with, thar the 
Atthor might preach het Figgeral. Sermonalſo * andiſhe then named the 


| E  Fexti(now infifted! upart;)) and (aid; That ſhe hoped, *that God' would 
| | Make herFuberal Sermon «s ] 
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firable to other young ones, as the For- 


noſtichs were too true, 4s.to the hartneibof phe time which 


 * Her P | . 
- ſhe lived after thoſe words were ſpokenby her ; God grant, that her 
| Hopes be zo? fruſtrated ; ber thar al ber dyitg"woras may: prove truly 
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The Author hath done his part like hinfelf, ai'welf i this, afin the 


Readers as fhe was ; many excellent Conſiderarionsy'very {ublervient, 


| _ 44 conducing to .thy Convidtion and Salvation, ave propoſed berein « 
bit allwvill be in vain, and to mo purpoſe; wirhout thine own. Medita- 


tion, ard rhe Spirits ation: Concerning the Diſcourſe, 1 
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For I am in ſtrait betwixt two, han mh 
a defire to depart, and to be with Ci Dy ; ft, 
which is far better. | 


Aint Paul writing from Rome to the Chi wry. 
at Philippi, in this Chapter acquaints t _ __— 
with his Bonds and other Diſcour 66-4 -; 
"which he tells them by their: Praye nd 7 

"S: . the Afſfiſtance off the Sprit | of C bt _ — 1% 
ed thereby, would turn to his Salvation and the  - * 
therance of the Goſpel, and had already been attended” 147 
with ſome coakderabls ſucceſs-in that kind ;to for-"  _# 

tifie and confirm the Profeſſors of the! Chriſtian Faith, * H ; 

and ——_ ate and-promote :i# eveniin the'Co1 2 XY 

os Ceſar, and in other places; and if-Chrift mi ;he WY I 

nie, he was perfeQly indifferent to Livear -- He 


| Dye: For to'me to ae: cir, and. —_ P in, _-F 
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" 'v. 21, His Life he Hog might adrance the Honour 
_ of Chriſt ; and his Death would: be ſubſervient to 
_ the ſame « gn : by his further ſervice if he live, 
and by his ſufferings if he dye ; by his Miniſtry ſup- 
poling his Life, i by his Martyrdom in caſe of his 
E* death. | | 
EV. 22. But if T live in the fleſh, this, ſaith he, is the (fruit 
=. of __ RR Sh y Labour to Oe 
the Redeemer by continuing in” this World. Ter hat 
I ſhall chooſe I wot not. For I am in a ſtrait betwixt 
two, having 4 deſire-to depart, and to be with Chriſt, 
which is far better. 
E To. Depart or be diſſoly'd, the Original word is. 
uk.12-35 uſed both by Chriftian and 'Heathen Writers for a 
; ay from any place wn _ __ yoo _ 
| the dame Apoſtle ſpeaks. of his appfoaching death, he 
Tun-46- tells us, that rhe T ime of his bc As ons, vs I 
F2= Q. Hwvoing a dire to depart, a vehement and earneſt y * 
- defire, as the word imports; and-#9 be. with-\Chriſt, 2. 
Cor. $.8-to. be abſent from the Body, and prefent with the 
# Lord; with that merciful Saviour, who had compaſſi- | 
\, @p3 me, when as an ignorant Blaſphemer I perſc- 
jt, 


*. © Gtted his Members ; who calld me to be an Apoſtle,. 

| _ and enabl'd me by his Grace to. own-/'his Truth in. 
==”. the. face of Dangers; and _ hath hitherta comforted 

+ mein alt my Tribulation. : L defire to depart, that I 

54 may be' with bim. With him; not with the bleſſed 

., "Hupels or departed Saints, though their Society will - 
< - make a 7 of the heavenly Joy : Not the former, 

| they are. but miniſtriog: Spirits and menial Servants 
© inployed under him-;:a0 though they ſhine as Stars, 

+. yet he is the'enlivening-Sun, -trom whom they de- { 
 , Five. their Luſtre and, bara all their glory. Not _——- 
 - the ater ;. they have no Bleſſedneſs but by his Do- ig 
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nation arid Purchaſe, n&'Crowns of Life hut what® * 
he puts on. Therefore *tis not to. be within auly 
or chiefly, that made hin''thus groan to be diſfoly'd, 
thus earneſtly deſire to depart, bur to be with Chriſt; 
»-1 -= Which i far better, {1mply and in it ſelf more de-_ 
'__  ſirable, by much more better, the:Comparative being 
double in the Greek Text ; and yet I wot riot what + 
to chooſe, for / am in a ftrait betwixt two. . On'the one © 
hand, his Love to the Philippians who needed his 
prefence, (many falſe Teachers being at that time 
crept in among them,) made him willing to abide V-24 
in the fleib, and deferr his own _ r-a time 
upon their account : But the Glory of Chriſt's pre- = = 
ſence on the other, and his own -unſpeakable 'advans -. 7 
tage by it, made him deſirous of a Departure ; and +3 
therefore, though he determines for the fcrmver, -and Fo, 
| was content to Live, and *tis probable had ſome-ſe< 
Th cret intimation from Heaven, 'that all his" work in 
this World was not yet finifht ; yet he grants the: 
latter to be ſimply more eligible : having 4 deſired 
depart, and to be with Chriſt," \whith #s far Better.” Whiels 
| words are not' more 'fijitable to' a *Funreral Solemuptyy © 
q than expreſſive of the dyimy' Thoughts \aud Temper of © 
| our deceaſed Friend, and were cholen' by her as the © 
Subje& of my preſent Diſcourſe. 'And that I mays. 
4 comprehend the Subſtance and Deſign-of the Texty ' 
according'to the- deſire of the Dead, for the Benefit 
and InſtruQion of the Living ; let' us conſider, 7 
1. When and how far it is warrantable for a 
Chriſtian to deſire death ? | * 9555 Wee 
2. In what reſpeAs to depart and tobe with Chriſt .. - 
is far Better than to abide in rhe Bleſh; >! 4.14 7. #8 
; 2:' On 'what'Grouinds -and-Priniciples 4 Chriſtian! . © * 
> ure 'Bleſfedinefs' witty C 
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»his departure; fo as to encourage and' excite his de- 
fires aſter it ? | re | 
4. Whence it comes. to paſs, that even thoſe who 
acknowledge it Far Better to be with Chriſt, than to 
continue in the body, are yet unwilling to depart in WD 
order to it? and what Remedies are proper to the A 
caſe of ſuch? , | 
5. The Application of the whole, particularly 
with reſpe&t to the ſad Occaſion of our preſent 


Meeting. 


1. When and how far is it warrantable for a 'R 
Chriſtian to deſire to be diſſoly'd ? This Inqui- 'T 
Ty may ' be anſwered in the following Propoliti. 
Ons. | 
1. Our d:ſſolution and departure, as a natural or 

penal evil, as contrary to Nature, or as the Puniſh- -- 

ment of Sin, cannot poſſibly be the Objett of a ra- 
tional deſire : If God hath promiſed a 'ong Life as 
the Encouragement and Reward of our Obedience, 
and threatned an haſty death as the puniſhment of 

Impiety : If it be univerſally true, that the Soul of 

man deſires Union with. the Body,, and unavoidably l 

dreads a ſeparation from it : If Torturing pains 

and loathſom Diſeaſes are the uſual Antecedents of 

dying : If the Corruption of the Body, and its Im- 3 

priſonment in the Grave till the general ReſurreQi- 

on be the certain Conſequent of our diflolution : We 

cannot but think of Death as a zatural Evil ; and as 

ſuch decline and fear it. 

-- Much te(s deſirable will it appear, if conſidered 
--as the Wages of Sin, and the Fruit of Gods. diſplea- 

ture; andthe Jag Sentence of his Vindigtive Juſtice : 


| diffolution/in-this later. Notion of 
dat! hav. far our diflolution /an}.this Jafter. Notion of. | 
JF \4 op ma h k oY WS ; it vo 
TR Wo Bi | . ES ; ; TIE" OW) TBARS: 


_ from it. The Apoſtle doth not mention the uneafie * . } 
© Circumſtances of a Priſon, or the continual hard- 
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to Believers, is -another queſtion, and will more « * 
properly be conſidered under 'the third Inquiry.” ” / 

2. Our diſſolution and departure ought not+ to | . 
be deſired, Ozly as a freedom from Temporal 'Evil; _* 
as preventive of preſent ſuffering, or delwering”"us i 


ſhips to which he was expoled from the malice-.of . 
his adverſaries, as the ground of his deſire to: de 
part, but to be with Chriſt: he knew very well «3? 
that a Chriſtian may ſerve the: ends of God's glory, 
and be uſeful to others in a ſtate of ſuffering: 2 
and therefore when he faith in another place, We = 
that are in this Tabernacle do groan being burden'd, *<%*® 
he adds the limitation in the following words, nos.” 
zo be unclothed but cloth'd upon, that mortality may ©” 
be ſwallowed up of Life: not meerly to avoid the: -*# 
inconveniencies of our abode. in. ſo. poor a dwelling, 
but to come to the poſſeſſion of the building not 
made with hands eternal in the , Heauens.. Not -meerly 
to find relief and deliverance from our ' preſents 4 
burdens, when through melancholy--or diſcontent;Job 7.8 
we are weary of Life : when we have ſet our #3 
Hearts on ſomewhat we cannot obtain, or ſtruggle. 
with ſome . GNa—s we cannot maſter : or are: «© 7 
impatient er bodily -pains, - or quite - diſpirited - 2 
bo os {ad proſpect of approaching © alamities;'im _? 
{uch a caſe to wiſh for Death, and deſire" to depare, . © 8 
is unbecoming the CharaCter, the incouragemend... © =! 
and hopes. of a Souldier of Chriſt: -much-leſs-will : 
the Ga any. a Roman 'or. a Philoſopher /legiti* © 

1 po 


mate the deſire of Death, only; to prevent. Slavery: 
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- © come objett. As Cato reſolvd to dye that 'he 
 . might not behold YVidforious Ceſar, 'whom by all 
zero in means poſſible he had endeavoured to ruine : and 
- ip | Cicero faith expreſly of him, that the reaſon of his 
"choice was juſt, and that Cato-ought to dye rather 
then ſee the face of a Tyrant. But we have not 
ſo learn'd Chriſt, for 
3}. We muſt not deſlignedly ap or haſten 
our own departure ; nor wilfully neglect any pro- 
bable means to preſerve our Lives, how deſirous 
ſo ever we are to be with Chriſt : we acknowldge 
God as the Author and Owner of our lives, and 
ſhall we preſume to diſpoſe -of what is his, with- 
out a- declaration of his conſent and order to au- 
thorize us ? Are we bound by the ſixth command- 
ment. to —_— the Life of our neighbour, and 
may we be negligent and careleſs of our own? is 
not every man nearer to himſelf than any other 
can be? and is nor ſelf-murder a violation of the 
Law of nature and condemned by a general ſuf- 
frage? and can we ſuppoſe it a ſufficient Juſtification 
{- of our ſelves, that we profeſs a defire to be with 
| Chriſt ? whereas we may not do this or any other 
evil, though the greateſt good may come of it : 
ws he that haſteth to be rich, even in this ſence, ſhall 
f. » pot be innocent. We muſt be intirely devoted to 
ſerve and glorifie the Redeemer as long as we live; 
and rather dye upon the Spot, than quit our Station 
without the order of our General : and yet we muſt 
not ſhipwrack our health, or expoſe. our Lives to 
hazard, without a - Warrant from Heaven. p 
- 4: A Sincere deſire to be with Chriſt is confi- 
| ftent with ſome f pf of Death, and = reproveable 
| a# - s to depart and' be diſſolr/4. "Phe exam-/ 
: ih ' Fa If 
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ple of Chrift limſelf is' uſually urg'd in vindication _ = 


of a natural ſenſitive fear of ' Death,” viz. the diſ.® Y 
covery thereof which he, made by his Agony and. - 7 


PE. 
a. 


ks a, OY 


of God, and hear the curſe, and be wounded ' fot 
- our Trarfgreſſions, Fc, Otherwiſe his own innocen- 
cy and perfect reſignation to the will of his Father, 
and the proſpect and affurance of victory and re- 
ward;-would certainly have prevented his Terri- 
ble agony and bloody ſweat and :importunate” cries, 
that if poifible the Cup might paſs from him. How- 
ever I doubt not, but a Timerons Temper may © 
render ſome perſons extreamly apprehenſive of the ' © 
pains of death, and on that account unwilling fo = 
—__— though they are truly defirovs to be With - 
Chrilt. x © A 
Others through the weakneſs of Faith or overs = 
much concern in the affairs of this Life, &.- though +4 
they grant it unſpeakably better to be -preſent _ = 
with the Lord, and have choſen-it- as'their ' portion 5 
and final Happineſs; -may yet *e loth to paſſe '_. - 
through the dark valley : they cannot joyn with », 7 
the Apoſtle in deſiring to be d:ſſole'd, though they * 
can ſpeak it from their very hearts, that they: de- 
fire to be with Chrift; and that deſire'is fo far pre- ; 
vailing as to keep them upright, and yet not efft- _ [2 
cacious, ſo as to conquer the fears of interpofing - ©: 
death, How unwelcome was the meſſage 'of Death - 
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* neſs to. dye at that Time was a ſinful weaknels, 


* * 3,20 


hs | *" Sha _—— — . 
to an upright Hezekiah, even then when he could . 
"plead his Integrity before the Lord ? he tarrd his 
face to the wall, and wegs, and - beſaught the Lord 
that he might not dye, as is evident by 1/a. 38. 3, 
5, v. Compar'd : but I dare not ſay, his wing: 


becauſe he might well be concern'd for the King- 
dom after his deceaſe, leaſt the faithful ſhould be 
ſtaggered, and the people revolt. to Idolatry, there 
being no viſible Succeſſor to advance the Reforma- 
tion ſo hopefully begun ; for Mazaſſes was not then 
born, being but twelve years old when he began 
to reign, and we know that Hezekiah had fifteen 
years added to his Life. 2 Kyzng. 20. 6. 3 

5. Though we deſire to be with Chriſt, we muſt 
not be peremptory as to any determinate T ime ; 
but refer our ſelves to God's good pleaſure for 
the ſeaſon of our departure : though with Job we 
ſhould be ready ro anſwer, when. God doth call, yet 
with humility and reſignation we muſt expect his _ 
ſummons, and watt till our change come : though the 
aajes of our appointed T ime ſhould be longer than ordi- 
nary. Though in a dutifull obſervance to our Heaven- 
ly Father we ſhould be willing to return home as 
oon as he ſhall pleaſe to call us, and the felicity 
of his preſence ſhould render it deſirable ; yet his 
Soveraign will and unerring wiſdom muſt be pra- 
Etically acknowledg'd in reference to the Seaſon : 


: he alone, of whom and to whom are all things, 


is fit to determine how ' long we ſhall tarry, or 
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immediately ſu 
will be done. | 

6. Not the Time only, but the Kjzd and Manner, 
of our diſſolution muſt be referr?d' to God. Some have 
wiſht for a ſudden death, and others have pray'd 
againſt 1t, Some have deſired to dye' by one dif. 
eaſe, and others by another. 

Some holy perſons of a timerous: Temper and a 
tender Body, would chooſe to depart by a Con/ump- 
tioz ; not only as allowing them a longer Time to 
prepare for death, but as an eaſter kind of Death 
than ſeveral others : Whereas, beſides the uncertainty 
and deceitffilneſs of that diſeaſe, *tis more than pol 
ſible, that the Languiſhment of a pining ſickneſs 
may be as irkſome and inſupportable, as the ſhort- 
er pains of more violent diſtempers. But God -is 
the only Judge ( to whom we muſt Submit, as 
the wile diſpoſer of all events) not only of the 
Time but the Manner of our departure: not only 
how long 
nacle, but what ſhall diſſolve and pull it down. 

7. Our deſire to depart and to with Chriſt, 
muſt not be raſh and haſty ; but the reſult of man 
Serious and deliberate thoughts, comparing bot 
States together, and underſtanding the difference. 
The Apoſtle knew his duty in compliance with the 


Will of God, and therefore for the ſervice of his 
Maſter, and the advantage of the Philippzans, was 


willing to Live: but he knew withall, it was far 
better in it ſelf to depart that he might be. with 


Chriſt, and as ſuch he deſired it.” And a due compars- - 


ſon between our preſent and our future Life, our 
inconveniencies and - ſufferings in- this - world, and 
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our Felicity in the next, is proper to regulate - and 
quicken our deſire to be abſent from the body, and 
preſent with the Lord. ' Therefore, | 

2. In what reſpefts is it far better to be with 
Gol, than to abide in the fleſh ? what is the vaſt 
difterence between Mhat we are, and What we 
ſhall be? that the expeQation of the Latter ſhould 


even make Death and diſſolution deſirable in order - 


” it. And here it will be neceſſary to conſi- 
er, | 
i. The Expreſhon of our Felicity. after death 
here uſed by the Apoſtle, Being with Chriſt. 

2. In what reſpetts "tis far better to depart, and 
Þe abſent from the body, that we may be preſent 
with him. | 

1. The Expreſſion - of our future bleſſedneſs, by 
being with Chriſt. Till we are preſent with the 
Lord, and ſee him face to face, and know as we 
are known, we muſt content our ſelves with ſuch 


ſenſible repreſentations of ir, as God is pleas'd to. 


reveal in his Word ; ſuch as our ignorant earthly 
minds can bear, and may be moſt affected _ with. 
But when once the - vail - of darkneſs 1s remov*d by 
death, we ſhall ſee him as he 1s, and all our Fa- 
Cculties be purified and inlarg'd, and ſuited to the 
bleſſed company and work above. We ſhall ſee 
him whom our Souls love, and reap a Happineſs by 
doing ſo, bigger than our preſent Hopes, and far 
above our higheſt Thoughts about it : For his 
preſence is fulneſs of Joy, and at his right hand are 


Everlaſting Fes ures. And can we imagine, that. 
Sz 


a- bleſledneſs, purchasd by infinite Merit, contriv'd 
by infinite Wildom, and prepar'd by infinite DOVE, 
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and beſtow'd at length through infinite Grace, will 


' in any thing be defeCttive ? Doth not our Apoſtle 


deſcribe it beſt, by aſſuring us it cannot be deſcrib'd ; 
that, *tis greater than we ever ſaw, beyond whac 
we ever heard, and far above what we can: ever 
think ? Doth not the very hopes of ſeeing him, 
revive our drooping hearts? Oh what will be the 
Glory of that bleſſed ſight! is not the pledge 2nd 
aſſurance of it by the Harbinger of his. holy Spi- 
rit exceeding comfortable ? Oh what tranſcendent 
Satisfaction wil his preſence give us! We now 
comfort our ſelves with the Contemplation, . and - 
one another with the Diſcourſe of it : and if our. 


_ dark Faith and our faint Hopes, can give us ſuck 


a Joyful proſpet of what ſhall be conſequent . to 
our diſſolution ; into what raviſhing Joy thall we 
enter by the open Viſion and full enjoyment ? Is the 
encouragement and ſupport of a Chriſtian now, from 
his preſence with us here ;, and will it not be far better 
to be preſent with him above, to be for ever with the 
Lord ? When we ſhall never queſtion his Love to us, 
or doubt of ours:to him, but havea full aſſurance of the 
one, and a glorious exercife of the other ? 

And becauſe our knowledge will be {ſtill increa- 
fing, our flames of Love ſhall till rife higher. But 
what additional Bliſs the .Sonl ſhall have by the - 
Reſurrection of the body, and the great -Tranſacti- 
ons of the Judgment Day, we know but in part. 
Bleſſed God, we know fo mach in this imperfect 
ſtate, exough to excite. our deſires, and quicker 
our preparations; and - encourage our Perſeverance. 
And let's bleſs him: more, that he - hath prepared 
ſuch a: glory for us in _ prefence of the Redeemer, 
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as we cannot fully underſtand, till death convey 
us to him. " 

But to be with Chriſt, 1s not only eligible in it. 
ſelf, as expreſſive of our future Glory ; but much 
rather to be defired, if confidered comparatively : 
Therefore, | . 

2. In what reſpetts is it preferrable to an abode- 
in the fleſh, ſo as to make us rather chooſe to Je- 
part, that we may be with him ; than Continue in 
the Body, and be abſent from the Lord ? 

x1. Is not a ſtate of Reſt and Joy much more de- 
ſirable, than to be continually harraſs'd. with Tros- 
ble and Sorrow? We ordinarily begin this World in 
Tears, and ſolemnize our own Nativity as we do the 
Funerals of our deareſt Friends : as if we were ther 
ſenſible of that univerſal Curſe which hath afflicted 
Mankind ſince the firſt Tranſgrefſion ; and had a 
clear proſpeCt of the miſeries we are born to, and 
muſt afterward ſuffer: And in all the Portions of 
our little time, what and how many do we every 
where encounter! How many things are there 
which we find are wanting both as to our Accom- 
pliſhments and Enjoyments ? and how much are 
we diſappointed, if we look for fatisfattion from 
the laſts. of the fleſh, the luſts of the eyes, and the pride 
of life ? which, 1aith the Apoſtle, « all that us in the 
world : Earthly Pleaſures, Wealth and Honour. 

Do we not find, that what doth rejoyce and-pleaſe 
us one day, appears with another Face when we 
view it next? or if we think it would pleaſe us ſtill, 
*tis gone e're we are aware, and with all our skill 
and power we cannot protraCt its duration. Do not 
evil accidents overtake us on a ſudden, and our 
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moſt probable deſigns miſcarry in the birth? as if all © 
things were governed by Chance, and:there were no _Z} 
Intelligent. DireCtor to overſee and regulate the Aﬀeairs > 
of the World, and the Attions and Conditions of men's . = 


Inſomuch, that the Rate is not to the ſwift, nor the Bat- Feca 
zell to the (frong, nor Bread to the wiſe, nor Riches to men 


of under ſtandins, nor Favour to men of skill, but Time and 
Chance happens to them all. Our Pleaſures flatter and . 


deceive us, and our Aflitions trouble and diſquietus * / 


We are impoſed upon by-our Senſes, and miſguided 
by our Paſlions : Croſs'd in our Deſires, and fruſtra- 
ted in our Hopes : griev'd by preſent evils, or perplext 
with the fears of future : and our Spirits for the moſt 
part diſcompos'd either by perſonal or relative Cala- 
mities. Some rueful Spectacle is ever now and then 
preſented before our Eyes ; ſome evil tidings or un- 
pleaſant ſound doth grate our Ears. We bewail the 
wants of the Poor, which we cannot ſupply ; or envy 
the proſperity of the Wicked, which we cannot hin- 
der ; or grieve at the Affiiftions of the Righteous; 
which we cannot remedy. | T2 FEtS 
We have ſome ſuffering Friend with whom to 


ſympathize, ſome diſtreſſed or deceaſed Relation to : 7 
lament : ſome unhappineſs of our own, or of thoſe - -? 


we love, to be concern'd for. Beſides the Treache- = 
ry and unfaithfulneſs of our ſeeming Friends ; the = 
Hatred and Malice of our open Enemies ; the ſcans. - 
dalous Actions of profefling Chriſtians ; their Divi 
fions and Animoſities among themſelves, and their _ 
deſpiteful uſage and entertainment from the World ; 7 
the Complaints of the Miſerable, the Groans :of the +} 
Sick, the Cries of the Oppreſfled, and our own' bo-  *: 
dily Infirmities, weaknefles and pains, &c. -enough | 2 
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one would think to make us defire to depart, and 
render us extreamly willing to lay down. and dye, 
(if God think fit,) that we may be at reſt ; eſpecially 
having. the expeCtaticn, of being for ever with the 
a1. Lopd.* For otherwiſe even * Heathens have ſpoken 

£27, excellently of the Advantages of Death, as the period 
of our preſeut Sorrows. h 
; nf 2. Is not a ſtate of holineſs and perfect purity, far 
Is. Phil. better than a Life of Tempration, Corruption and Sin ? 

i” How are we now buffeted by Satan? by his Sinful 
ſuggeſtions, his ſubtil devices and: ſnares, and his 
fiery darts? and by that means our Integrity aſſault- 
ed, our peace of Conſcience unſettled, and our Per- 
ſeverance indangered ? | 
.. Our Conflit with him is fo difficult, and the 
iſſue of the battel as to what depends on us, ſo 
very uncertain ; that we are often ready to throw 
down our Arms, and give up all as Loſt. For 


through the victory which our Captain hath | ob- 
3 tain'd againſt him ; yet we cannot. now 'Trium 
*# over him, as hereafter we ſhall. And is. it not tar 
hor. 4.4. better to abandon this world, of which. he is the God, 
ph 2. and get above that Air of which he is the Prince, 
*F that we may be with Chriſt ? 22 $i $20) Wealns 
EF. _ Moreover, how doth. our depraved Nature con- 
 - gnually caſt forth mire and dirt ? what remaining 
flchine(s' js: there yet-to: be 'd? what. power- 
ful Luſts to be mortthed and ſubdued? which indif- 
poſe, us for Spiritual duties, and: derive a. dam 
and deadneſsupon al our Religious-Exerciſes; whic 
cool- our :Zeal, and abate the fervor of our Spirits 
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though he be a conquer'd and baffled OO; 


in-the- ſervice of our Redeemer ; which. weaken our . 
| NS Conhi- = 


_ 
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and will he be merciful no more ? Are not our holy 


Devil ? and do. we know his rage, and malice, i 


_—Y A 
, 2 4 »” > 
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Confidence in- Prayer, and. ſhame our faces betore - - 7 
the Lord in ſecret. - And' is it not” far. better ©© 2 
_ with the body of fleſh, that thereby we may 7 
e rid of this body of fin and death, and be like our RomjX 
Saviour in perfet purity? _ . 
Do we not complain of our Ignorance of Di- 
vine Truths, and the bleffed ' Myfteries of the Go- * 
ſpel, notwithſtanding all' our means of knowledge? -- 2 
of our Earthlineſs and unbelief? of unbecoming. -; 
Thoughts of God and holy things ? of proud Ima- 
ginations and carnal reaſonings againſt his Works 
and Word ? of languiſhing and imperfeQ& Graces 2 
to be recovered and s aye avs &c? And is it not + * 
better be with Chriſt, where that which is. 1mper- 3 
fect ſhall be done away ? x 
Is not God diſhonor'd and provok't, by our fre- 
vent Omiſfſtons and flight Performances of .duty ? 
o we not. reſift and quench and fadden his holy 
Spirit ? and are we not often. griev'd by God's re- 
bukes and frowns ? by the wounds and ſmart re- 
ro of our own Conſcience? fo that we 'remem- 
God and are troubled, and cry. out in the bitter-. 2 
neſs of our Souls,. Hath he forgotten to be gracious, 


Purpoſes inconſtant, and our beſt Reſolutions waver- 
ing and unſteddy, and very quickly, very ealily ſhat. 
ter'd by the breath of a {mall Temptation? _ 
Have we not a conſtant Watch to keep over our 
Hearts and wayes ? a perpetual War to manage with: 
the Infernal Trinity, the World, the Fleſh,” and-rhe 


ſerpentine policy, with the Multitude, Streagth and. © 
Poyer 'of 'his Temptations ? How often we have 2} 
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been foil'd already, and how ſdon we may be fo 
again? and ſhall we not be deſirous of a ſinleſs ſtate 
in the preſence of Chriſt ; where no Tempter, no 
Temptation ſhall ever be admitted ? a 

Yea, had we no corruption or Sin of our own to be 
delivered from, yet our concern at God's diſhonour 
by - the ſins of others, ſhould make us' willing to 
'v depart; as much more deſirable than our abode 
BP 24% on earth: Which zs giver into the hands of the wic- 
ET ked, and defiled by its phbinenrs : Where the very Air 
3 is infeted with Oaths and Blaſphemies, prophane 
diſcourſe and filthy Talk : Where the very Being 
of a God is queſtion'd, his Providence denyed, and 
his Authority mock*®t: Where the Goſpel of Chriſt 
is difparag'd and deſpiſed, his Laws contradiQted, 
his Worſhip - polluted, his Inſtitutions ſubverted, 
and his holy Name made a cloak for Licentiouſneſls, 
and” his faithful Servants trampl*d on by the foot 
of Pride, and {corned -by men at eaſe, and forc*t 
to own his. Truth with the peril of their Lives. And 
can we fay, It is = to be here? or is it not 
far better to forſake ſuch a Place. and Company, 
that we maybe with Chriſt ? 

3. Let us conſider what are the grounds and Prin- 
ciples by which a Chriſtian is aſſured of this Bleſſed- 
neſs in the preſence of Chriſt after his diſſolution. 
This Inquiry is neceſſary, becauſe the diſcourſe of 
our future Bliſs with Chriſt cannot be ſuppoſed 
to have any efte& or influence upon -us, to make 
us deſire our departure, while we disbelieve or 
make a doubt of the matter. . 

I hope it were needleſs to prove the Poſſibility of 
the Souls exiſtence in a ſtate of ſeperation: Somthe 

| Whe- 
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Whether in the body” or | out of the 'body, would not , cor. 
have been a-doubt to this great Apoſtle, if he could 2. » 7 
not poſſibly have liv'd but 7 # : neither 'could the - - 2 
defire to- depart that he' might be wh: Chriſt, if after 
his depatture he ſhould #0; beat all. And ſuppoſing} - 2; 
the exiſtence of the Soul' notwithſtanding''thediffolut 7 
tion-of the Body, we have as full an aiſurance as 'thet 
nature of the thing is capable. of, that. holy. Souls: '. ©". 
ſhall be/preſent with' the Lord 40 glory, when! ab. 5 
ſent” from the 'body : 1 Thefſ." 4: 17. *Johu'17; 24s 3 
Matth. 25. 23. Rev. 3.20, Oc. © ocrtt 690 ore 

- But becauſe: the Text-hath a ſpecial relation to 
Chriſt and to be with him, is the Bleſſedneſs on the 
account qG_ *tis defirable' to depart ;. I ſhall only © -: 
mention his Death .and 'Reſurret#ion, as a ſufficient , 
ground to confirm our-Faith inthe certainty of being = 
with -him, and to excite our Deſires of a departure in .- - at 
order to It. | | A 

1. The Death of Chriſt. He hath cancell'd the © 
Hand-writing againſt us, and put away Sin, which xp, x 
is the ſting of Death, -by the Death of the Croſs: a © 3 
way is: now open for us into the holy of holies by his = 
blood, not for our Prayers only but our Perſons. Hebroax 
He hath wounded the Head of the old Serpent, F 
even-by permitring him to bruife his Heel, by. cru- .. -'.; 
cifying his humane Nature, ow ww was only Fe- + +3 

ſtigium Deitatis.). As Benatah flew the Egyptian with , cam. 4 
his own Spear. Having de/troed death and him that 21. 7 
had the power of it, and delivered thoſe who were all >-2'® 
their _ time ſubject to: bondage, . through: 'the fear "2 
of death. ' 6:88 to chad og fog! þ 

th hath ſet his. foot on - the neck: of this Adver- * 
ſary, diſarnt'd it of it's weapon, and rob'd it: of ig'$ : 


_ and aboliſht the uglinefs and poyſon of it. 
He hath diſmounted Hel avxd Damnation from behind 
. him who Sat on the Pale-horſe. Whether the fir 
Azam were buryed in Calvary, where the ſecond was 
crucifyed, as Ge affirm, I need not enquire; we 
'know that his Death was. our Victory, and his Croſs 
y be our Triumph, fince the Devil.is conquered, 
and death: SanCtified,: and the; Grave perfum'd by 
his burial, fo. that we: need: not be afraid to-l 
m 2 Sepukhre . where our Lord himſelf hath ſlept... 
Yea ſince the effufion- of bis Blood, there is - an 
amiable ruddineſs in the Face of death ; for that 
which: was the Inftrument of Juſtice, is now the 
meſſenger of Peace and Joy, that: which was the 
ate of Hell, is the way to Lite. ' He hath brought 
{ Reremeſs out of the Strong, and meat out. of the Eat- 
Cor.3-21. er ; and therefore Death as well as Life is reckon'd 
in the Inventory of the riches of the Saiats. Al 
_— are yours, becauſe you are Chriſts, and; Chriſt 
i Gods. * | , | IN 
>. His Reſurreftion and Exaltation; his riſing 
from the Dead not only diſcovers the poſſibility 
of our Reſurrection, ee gives Us: a pledge and. aſſu- 
F- xance Of it, as declaring the ſuffictency and accep- 
tom.8.1r, tation: of his Sacrifice; that therefore the Dead in 
E 26. 19. Chriſt ſhall live, and with his Dead Body ariſe : 
But being punQually efteQted according to his pre- 
diftion and promiſe, it confirms the Truth of all 
iy his Word, and ſeals the promiſe of eternal Life un- 
i to all Believers." He hath open'd the Priſon doors, 
E-... and loos'd the bands of Death, and roll'd away 
. . ' the heavy Srone from / the Graves of his people ; 
E— - - he is now become the” firſt fruits of them that Sheep 
CET io i | ; * & 3 
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in Teſus : And huh the —_ of Dea FT and. Zan: ; Revo 
even the two wo formidable. enemies: are . under © © 
his Dominion : though once he were dead, dath E 
now live, Fs live "for evermore, And for this very 4 

end did God raiſe him ap, that -owr faith ani{ hoge 
might be in him, in reference to the Bleſſedneſs « - 
another Life. 

Yea; faith the Apoſtle, concerning thus, þ he "eifed > A813 
him from the deed, no more to ſee corruption. God ſaid, 3 
I will gore the ſure mercies of David; or anic. «i 
Everlal ow Covenant, which Death ſhall not dif 
ſalve : being riſen is the ground of our Faith - 
and Hope that —_ promiſe ſhall be fulfil. For © 
the Reſurreftion of Chriſt i is the evidence of the J 
validity and Efficacy of his Death and Sacrifice, -- 3 
:and a ſufficient proof, that his Precious Bloodſhad * 7 
- upon: the Croſs, was the b/ood of an Everiaftits Co- was, 
venant, Eſtabliſhing a Covenant of Grace, and 
making it truly Everlaſting ; for we. know: that 
he i6.6 Bright oor ever, giter the Power of an end _ 
Life. And therefore know, to our unſpeakable Sa- * 
tisfaQion, -Incour rang erragyrrogg- Joy, in whow me have E: 7 
believed, aud that be is able to keep uno that © any, 
what we have committed to him ;- ay 1s rhat .#t > Tim 
hath begun ; and at laft preſent us weeleſs be, befor 
the prefence of his, glory with exceeding Joy, For ogr 
Life being hid with him in God, we are fully als. Ws 
red, thet when he who is our pw Lp oeuey we 1Jo oh. 
ſhall a pear with him in glory; 
ſhall The aſo'; and: when he ors we ſhale 
bike him, for we (ball ſee him as the is, .. + wo | - 

4. Let-' us; confider,: Whence it J0nves 0  puſy the phat. 
oats Bleſedneft of \ C2. ug 8 086 --/* 
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' © our aſſurance of it by his Death anil Reſurrefion , that 

yet me are ſo backward and —— to depart ? What 
# the true reaſon why ſo many of thoſe who acknowledge 
it far better to be with Chriſt, yet cannot ſay with. 
the Apoſtle, That :hey deſire to be diſſoltd, that they 
may be with him? al 213 8 : 

I. The weakneſs of Faith concerning the Inviſible 
' World, and the future Glory of the Saints, is the rea- 
ſon why ſo many Chriſtians are unwilling to dye. 
They are very ſenſible of the inconvemiencies of 
their preſent abode ; they complain to God and men 
of Corruption, Temptation and Sin, and they hear 
of a bleſſed Deliverance from all theſe by Death, and 
a perfect Felicity in the preſence of the Redeemer af- 
ter their difſolution ; but «belief makes them ſtagger 
'at the Promiſe : They are not fully ſatisfied that ſuch 

-2/ tranſcendent Glory will be -Conſequent to Dy- 

ing. Did they but. ſoundly believe the Teſtimony 

"and Revelation which God hath given in his Word 
concerning it, they would chooſe to be abſent from 

' -the body. Some of the Ignorant Heathens' have been 

deſperate-in their Choice of death, only as the Period , 

of preſent Calamities : but others who were doubt- 

ful of the Conſequenee, have yet entertained it with 
an hearty Welcome: As Socrates for inſtance, who 
profeſs'd, That he ought not to fear death becauſe he 
could not tell whether it were good or evil; And ſhall 
not we who underftand the Grounds and —_— 

. the greatneſs and certainty of a future Blefledneſs 
after Death, be as willing to depart? 4 confirmed 
Faith is therefore neeeſlary and adviſeable in - the 

+ preſent cafe-: and the rather, that thereby--we'may 

queuch the fiery "darts of ; ati whovaf.che-cannot 
Wi) & C1 
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hinder: us of our- Crown , would rob us of our _ © 
Joyful Proſpect of it; if he cannot prevent: our - 
future Glory, would render us dejeQted in our paſ- 
ſage thither : if he cannot prevail to exclude and 
_— baniſh us for ever from the. Preſence of Chriſt, . 
would darken our preſent. comfort by the deſire 
and Hope of it : .but more eſpecially at the proſpe& 
and approach of Death, for that is his honr, and the | 
power of darkneſs. ba: 
\ But. by this ſhield of Faith, we may be able to Eph6.1m 
- ſtand even in that evil day of our diſſolution. -, , + 4 
OS 2. The Pains of Death., They pray that\ God 1 
would haſten his Glorious Kingdom, and bring them 
to it; and believe it to be moſt eligible to be with 
Chriſt ; yet are loth their own Prayers ſhould 'be 
| ' anſwered, and the end and object of their Faith 
": obtain'd, through the diſcouraging- apprehenſions 
they admit 1 a dying hour. - HE 2 
Would we not be with the Lord, and know 
him better, and Love him+ more, and enjoy him 
- Fully? and ſhall we ſtick" at a /izle pain, as. in- 
i -troduftory to {0 great a Happineſs ? A Pain that 
2 will ſpeedily convey.:us to Eternal eaſe: and -reſt,; 
which thouſands of -Holy ;Souls in Glory ' have 1n- 
dur'd more _of, than we can fear. | 
| But ſuppoſe the Agonies 'of Death are ne're fo 
frightful to Fleſh and Blood, hath mot Our Redeemer 
s Rod and Staff to comfort us in the 'dark | Valley? Pl-23-1 
Doth he not know what it is to dye, and how +} 
much we dread it? doth he not underſtand our 
F: - weakneſs, remember. our frailty, pity - our infirmi- 
ties, ;and bid- us ask- for ſupport and. Strength? yea 
: | fail, _ 


viills9 


+4 
j 
Me 
$f 
33 


- 
F 
# 


C 
<M 
: ” 
at 
3% 
% 
a 
's 
© 


7 44© 
£8 
D b,; 
2 LY 
6 8 

hn - 


UMI 


fail, that he will be the Strength of our Hearts, and 
onr Portion for ever? Shall Ignorant hopeleſs Hea- 
thens, without God in this world, without the ex- 
peQation of being with Chriſt in the next, be ſo 
defirous of Immortality, as to diſpatch themſelves, 
and be their own Executioners, to force aneſcape from 
the Body ? and ſhall we reliſt and ſtruggle, draw 
back and fear, object and be'nnwilling, when our 
Saviour calls us to endleſs and unſpeakable Felicity ? 
Is not this the laſt Experiment of our Faith, and 
Patience, and holy Reſolution? the laft eflay of our 
Chriſtian Courage ? Are not the antecedent pains of 
dying the fruit of fin, no leſs than the throws and 
pangs of Travelling Women ? and are the Latter 
tolerable in hopes of Children and their own deli- 
verance; and may we not fupport the Former by 
the affiftance of a greater and better Hope? Are 
they at all conſiderable and — our fear, if 
ut in the ballance with the promi && Salvation to 
Glow be our departure? Are they comparable in 
the nature of ev:/, to the bleſſed Life they lead us 
fo in the nature of good? or comparable to the 
gripes of Conſcience which unpardon'd finners meet 
with in Life and Death? yea do we not think 
them greater, and make them worſe by our foo- 
liſh fears, than moſt do find them ? Is not the 
ſting of Death remov'd, and the Heavenly Manſions 
prepar'd and promis'd? and is ita reaſonable requeſt, 
that God ſhould vary from his ſettled courſe and 
fixed Law, upon our Sole account ?' will nothin 
elſe content and pleaſe us, but that Heaven mu 
- deſcend toe Earth, or we be in a'moment tranſlated 


thither ; to prevent our pain, and ſuperſede-the 'ne- 
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ceſfity-of our diſſolution, which we fear will be: ſo 


As a proper Remedy in the preſent caſe, let us 
familiarize the Thoughts of Death by frequent ſe- 
"I rious Meditation. Let us view it oftner in our way, 
that it nity not meet us with ſo much Terror at 
our Journeys end. Let us admit the Thoughts of 
a departure with particular application to our ſelyes, _ 
and improve the Fungrals of our Friends as'a fea- 
ſonable memento that our own tis near. Let us lay 
. open the PiCture of Death naked to our view, and 

urge it to%our Hearts, with the Infinite Glory that - 
immediately ſucceeds, and take in the Death and 
Promiſe of Chriſt, as our aſſurance of it. And 
this will reconcile us more to a Departure, and 
help to overcome our unreaſonable fears of pain 


9 4 and ſickneſs antecedent to ir. Meet 
' 3, The weakneſs and declenſion of our Love to Chrift, 


is another ground of our unwillingneſs to depart 
and to be with him. To a degenerate Soul, that 
| is deſtitute of the Love of Chriſt, an Everlaſting 
a . diſtance would be more defirable than a Local Pre- 
fence. * For that could not make him happy; 'he 
would ſtill be as far remov'd from Blis" by bei 
with the Lord; 'as the Center of a' Milftone- in the 
/ bottom of the Sex would be from moiſture; -But 
the company and converſe of thoſe: we 'Love, muft 
needs be eligible : and the more we- Love them, 
the ſtronger ſtill will be our deſire of | betng- 'with 
them ; and the more impatient ſhall we be of every 
| delay. And is it' not 'the "ſence and 'fecret Tan-. * 
| guage of our Hearts, Whom 'have- we-'-in' Heaven 
ut Chriſt? And are we not defirous to forlake ay bk 
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and ſtrength, and exerciſe of 'Holy Love to Chriſt, 
would even render our: diſſolution grateful in order 
to it; and make our Hearts rejoyce at the approach 
of Death, 4s it did old Jacobs, to ſee the Wapgons that, 
are ſent to fetch us to our beloved Tels, who is 
Lora of that Country whither we are going. 
4+ Iranmoderate Love to this preſent World, and our 
Temporal Life. Were we crugityed ,to fleſbly Plea- 
{ures_,and ſenſual Joyes, to Worldly Honours and 
earthly Riches; we ſhould lefs regret the thoughts 
of dying, and more heartily defire fo be with Chriſt. 
For as the pangs of Death are not ordinarily ſo vio- 
lent and intolerable to one whole ftrength 1s waſted 
by a pining Sickneſs, as to him who is arreſted ſud- 
L denly in his full ſtrength and: vigour ; ſo will- he 
IM more eaſily leave this World, who for ſome time 
I hath been dying to it. Were we more cruc:- 
_ Gal: 6: 14+ ed to the World, and the World to us by the Croſs 
| of 'Chriſt, we {ſhould not- ſo affectionately hug the 
Carkals of a dead Enemy, whom we our ſelves have 
crucifyed and {lain ; but wait for the Time, and 
long for the happy hour when we ſhall leave it, and 
be gone: to our Eternal Reſt. Let us therefore make 


| lapk on this world-as a ſtrange place, and our 
" ſelves as Pilgrims and Strangers here ; as Exiles from 
our; own: Country,, and haſtening to it: And we 
canaot- but with. our, ſelves at home, and deſire 
2 departure .as neceſlary; thereto; and .in. the Inte- 
rm figh ito think; of the; vaſt , diſproportion and 
ditterence between. - the. ſlender entertainments of 
our Inn, and: the plentiful Proviſions of our Father's 


Earth to enjoy his preſence ? Certainly the growth, 


| houſe. Dn 5. Blot- 


Gy. 


' uſe of all the Chriſtian methods of Mortification, and 
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5.. Blotted Evidences, and the want 'of Ajurunce 
concerning our Title to” the Heavenly Glory. 
this we al 
neſstodye: A Saddwcee isloth to dye, leaſt he ſhould 
not. be at all; an a 4s ſinner, for fear of be- 
ing miſerable; and a doubting Chriſtian, becauſe 
he knows not whether Happineſs or Miſery ſhall be 
his portion after his departure. ' For were we well aſſu- 
red we ſhould be with Chriſt for ever, we could not 
he ſo backward and unwilling to' be diſloly'd. 
' Had we any better grounds'to hope, that ſin was 
pardon'd, .-and God our Covenant Father ; that Hea- 
| ven would be our Inheritance, and we ſhould not 
come into Condemnation ; we might rejoyce to 
think of our departure, when and how it ſhallpleaſe 
God to call us. When 'the Pſalmiſt -could fay, 
The Lord is my Shepherd ; he could boldly venture 
upon death, and walk through the valley of dark- 
neſs without fear of evil: But when diſtreſs had 
brought his ſin to remembrance, and made him 
doubt of his condition, he cries, Oh ſpare me 4 
little longer, that I may recover ſtrength, tefore I go 
hence, and be no more ſeen, Could you ſay with 
' the Spouſe of Chrift in the Canticles, My Beloved 
is mine, and I am his; you might chearfully joyn 
your Amen, when you hear the Spirit and the Bride 
lay in the Revelations, Come 
quickly. 
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ſelves afreſh; and endeavour with your utmoſt care 


founded: on: the Teſtimony -of a good Conſcience, 
by- comparing the! Promiſe 
O78 


pretend as the-reaſon: of our unwilliag- * 
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Lord Teſus, Come gex. 20d 

Therefore Try. your State, and examine your ' : 
and diligence to obtain a well grounded Aſſurance ; . - 2 
of Remiſſion: and __ | 1 
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nal Life with the requiſite qualifications and Con- 
ditions of them. For if eur hearts condemn us not, 
we ſhall have confidence towards God, even in a dying 
hour. To which end, | let us endeavour by daily 
acts of Repentance to obtain a daily pardon. Let 
us ſumme up our accounts. at the foot of every 
page; I mean refleQ every Night on the paſſages 
of the preceding Day : That we may reſt on. our 
Beds with the ſence ofa daily pardon ; and be as fit 
to dye, as we are to ſleep. 


6. Our fond affettions to” our Friends on Ear th, F 


may make us loth to dye, though we hope. to be 
with Chriſt in Heaven. But is not his Boſom more 
deſirable, than the arms and embraces 'of our deareſt 
Friends and neareſt Relations ? muſt we not aban- 
don and hate- them all for his ſake ? 1. e. ule them 
as contemptible and hated things, if they ' keep us 
from him. Have we not ſolemnly engag'd 10 do 
ſo, by our Covenant with God ? and ſhall we not 
ſtand to our agreement ? Is there no difference be- 


.  - tween var Friends on Earth, and Our beloved Saviour ? 


How often is an unaQive pity vouchlated in the 
room of ſuccour ; when they need our affiſtance, or 
we intercede for theirs! We know if they are an- 
holy, they ſhall. forever þe baniſht from the pre- 
ſence of Chriſt; and we may well be allan'd to 
be unwilling to dye on their account ; and if they 
are holy, though we ſhall not return to them, yet: 
we know that they {hall ſhortly come to us. And 


cannot God inſtruct them in his fear, order their 
Conditions, diſpole of their affairs, provide for their 


comfort, and anſwer all our. prayers.in reference to 
them, after our departure?” yea hath he. not afan 
wt ; . Have 
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way ſo accompliſht, as alway to delight and pleaſe 
us? or are we ſo perfealy wiſe and good, as ne- 
ver- to diſguſt and difoblige them Is there not 
ſome ſelfifhneſs, deſign, and private intereſt ;- fome 
hypocryſie, flattery, and diffimulation ; fome in- 
equality, unſuitableneſs, or inconftancy in our friend- 
ſhips here ? Are not the beſt of thoſe we love, Ig- 
norant and miſtaken, erroneous, deceiv'd, weak and 
impotent * and as likely to defile and grieve us-by 
their Corruption, as to edifie and rejoyce us by 
their Grace? but hereafter, when that which is im- 
perfe&. is done away, they ſhall all have ſuitable 
qualifications to recommend them to our moſt fſin- 
cere and conſtant AﬀeCtion, and be every way 
more fit for our Content and Joy. We ſhall then 
be never weary of each others company : we ſhall 
fully underſtand one anothers mind : we ſhall live 
' in perfe&t harmony, and full SatisfaQtion ; without 
the dread of Abſence or fear of Separation. Now 
if we. have ſome Friends, we have many Enemies ; 
but in the preſence of Chriſt there ſhall be none 
but Friends, and ſuch as ſhall -for ever be ſo: 
their Perſons being more amiable, and their Society 
more deſirable than now it can be. Now if we are 
pleaſed with their Converſe, we may quickly loſe 


it, and the deſire of our eyes be taken from us by Exck.. 4 
a ſudden ftroke; that we know not how to value '* . } 
And ſhall we be: 3% 


or uſe them, till *ris too late. 
unwilling, oz their account, to depart and be with 
Chriſt ? ſince they are haſtning after us, and after 
dwell with them for _ | 
* 


a few daies abſence we ſhall meet them again, and 


4 % 4 Vs 
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Have we any Friends on Earth, that are on 
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day? 


5. The Application remains, which ſhall be = 
in four particulars, as Inferences from what hat 
been ſaid. I 

1. We may hence take notice of the great Effic 
cy aud Power of the Chriſtian Faith and Hope. That 
notwithſtanding our fondneſs and affeAtion to the 
Body, 'and the contrariety of death to our ſenſi- 
tive Inclinations ; that yet this Faith and Hope can 
urge us to deſire a diffolution in order to it. 

2. We may hence inferr, that the Sow! doth not 


- ſleep in the grave with it's companion the Body mntill 
the Reſarrettion; but immediately paſs into a ſtate 


of bliſs. For the Apoſtle to abide in the fleſh, 
was more expedient for the Philipians ; for him zo 
Live, would be Chriſt, i, e. For the advancement 
of his glory ; how then was * better to depart ? 
or in what ffrair could he be, whether he ſhould 
chooſe a langer Life, or a preſent departure ; ifno 
Blefſedneſs were expected till the final Judgment ? 
And why doth he mention his beins with Chriſt, 
as that which made death deſirable? Is not the 
preſence of Chriſt with us on Earth, and our ſer- 
ving the ends of his Glory in this world, much 
more eligible than to Sleep in the grave till dooms 


- 3+ IF it better to depart, and be with Chrift, 
than abide in. the Body ? then the Fable of Par- 
gatory 1s. hereby exploded. Were we to. be tran(- 
ported by our difſolution, only from Lefler pains 
to Greater, or from a Life of Serrow to a ſtate of 
Suffering, { ſuch as the Romaniſts imagine / their 
Purgatory-to be, equivalent to the Toaments of 
Hell in the extremity of them, though different in 
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' than to continue .in. the body? Then. ler. us not 


.. tain'd a ſpeedy Victory after a ſhort Conflit; and re- 


*ceiv'd the Crown of Life as ſoon almoſt as they: be- 


- Felicity in the bleſſed preſence | of the, Redeemer ;; 
- in. the Heavenly Quire, rather than we be ined 


would we, that contrary to their. own welground. 


duration : /). How were it far better to deparsj:that 
we may be with "Chriſt? - Fx "52. el 

4. Is it the objeCt of a Chriſtians "deſire to" de- 
part, and. be: with Chriſt ? and is that: far. better . 


Grieve. immoderately at the dparir of thaſe, who have 
obt ain? dtheir wiſh, and enjoy their deſire. 1 
Did they long to be with Chriſt, and chooſe 
to be diſſolv*d in order to it? and is it their unſpeakable 
SatisfaQion that they are fo ?. and--dar wel expiels 
our Love and Kindneſs to them,” by! repiziing:: at 
their Felicity. ? ſhall their deſired Repoſe, and Reſt; 
and Happineſs ; be our Torment, Grief, and Sorrow ? © 


ed Inclinations, they ſhould continue longer here 
on Earth, or return back again from Heaven, ' meer- 
ly to gratifie our fond AﬀeQtions ? Have they db- 


gun their Chriſtian race ; the glorious recompence © : * 
of Reward, . though they had as'y, but one hour 
in the Vineyard, when others muſt Labour twdve:? © 
and ſhall -we mourn like utter Strangers to. the 
Chriſtan Faith and Hope ? Would we delay the 
Glory of God in their . Salvation, and deferr their: 


and: be;content-that a Voice ſhould: be: wa 


by. their. departure ? , 3109. 54% or 
. Would: Parents have their Children cantinue al» 7 
wayes38'theiri Swadling-cloaths'; or when-advancld - : 
to. .riper -years,! wiſh them: back again..to} Iafancy,. ' =: 


W 
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” © which they are born to, and diſpos'd to: enter on | 


and enjoy ? | 
- * Are not you your ſelves haſtening to the Grave, 
and Hope e're long to be with Chriſt? and is. it 
not ia refreſhing Thought, to conſider, that your 
Treaſare is there before you ; with their Father and 
your Father, with their God and Saviour and yours ; I 
mean your Holy Children and Friends whom you 
dearly Love ? | 

The Primitive Church was wont to Solemnize the 
Funerals of: Holy Perſons, with finging Pfalms and 
Hymns of Praiſe to God, for their deliverance and 
felicity obtain'd by dying : And ſhall we refuſe to 
be comforted, for the death of thoſe who ſleep in 
Jeſus, and deſired to do 10; as if iz this Life only 
we had Hope in Chriſt? ; 


-- Something 'tis true, of Grief -and Sorrow muſt 


be allow?d to Nature, Duty, Cuftom, and contra&- 
ed Friendſhip, and the Honour of the deceas'd : for 


| they are reckon'd to dye miſerable, who are hurl'd 


into the Grave without. the attendance of a Sigh, 
or Tear, or Funeral Lamentation. But - our aſſu- 
rance of the future Glory they poſſeſs with Chriſt, 
( which they themſelves preferr'd to a longer abode 


'on Earth.) ſhould wipe our Eyes, and prevent ex- 


ceſs. We mourn thati they are gone, and -delire 
their company-; but we know; they''do 'not wiſh 
themſelves back again for the *{ake of ours ; no, 
they are gone to better Friends above, than- thoſe 
they have left below. - And were it not: for /the 
weakneſs of our Faith-and Hope,” it: -reference--to 
the' inviſible: world*;/ were -it not for the 'remain- 
ing ' Power of unmortified- Selfiſhneſs, aad' our -im- 

: S 2 moderate 


9) 


moderate Love of this preſent Life ; were it nor for 
the remiſneſs of our Love to Chriſt, and the bleſſed 3 
Saints ; we could not but deſire to be: with them, 
rather than wiſh that they ſhould be longer with 

" 5 & ; , kd, 


Therefore inſtead of an intemperate Mourning at. 

_ their departure, let us imitate their Examples,” and 
propound their holy Lives and Deaths as our Pat- 
tern and Encouragement. | | | 


% 


—— I ECON” © 


6. 1.0 Tice the Honour of Gods Grace may be very 

| much” advanced by Our taking notice of the In- 

| fluence and power of it in Believers : Since to praiſe and. 

imitate the holy attions of our departed Friends, is the 

only Communion we can now have with them; and theip. 

. Example, though they are dead, may yet { ro 

the Inſtruifion and corfort of. the Living ; I ſhall cons 

clude with ſome brief Account of' that Excellent Per: 
ſon, whoſe deceaſe gave occaſion to our preſent Meeting. 


. $ 2. And hnowing- the ſual Hlattery of 
Orations, I ſhall paſs over the Advantages of her Birth, 
the Credit of her _— the Sweetne(s of her Temper, > 
( the beſt Soyl for the Frutts of the Spirit ;) and the 
many other natural" and acquired [Accompliſliments; 
which rendred ay Amiadle IDO a Gy > and 
only mention fome Paſfſages, that may eitHter. mupnifie 
wg Grace of God, JE proper for 48 pres Pen 18-6 
encdurazement : And therein ſhall deliver nothing, but. 
either por my 09 knowtkage, or from. the particuler 7 
Arcpune I have recefved* from her \netateſt" Relations, - — ** 


} and © 
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Prayers and Counſel during her Sickneſs... 


d.. 3; Teva the Bleſſing of God on a pious. Edu- 
cation, and other means of Grace, and inanſwer to the 
fervent-Prayers of her holy- Parents," for the fulfilling 
of God's Covenant Promiſe to rhem and to their ſeed; 
we have great reaſon to believe that ſhe had choſen the 
Favour of God as her Felicity and End, almoſt as ſoon 
as ſhe was capable of making a deliberate choice. | 


—_— —  — 


{pron forth in others. When the Thoughts of Death 
d'Judement are uſually rejetted as aqm— Intruders 
before their T ime ; and ſerious preparation for it de- 
ferr*d to a reputed more Convenient Seaſon. 


C. $ But before that Age, her diligent and de- 
lightful reading of the” Holy: Scripture,” and valua- 
tion of it above other Books, was very admirable and 
. exemplary. Making this Bread of Life her daily food, 
and taſting ſuch. ſmeetneſs, and reaping ſuch benefit by 
it,. that 'even at midnight, while others ſlept, ſhe wauld 
often. ſpend ſeveral hours in' reading the Bible: (La- 
menting on' her death-bed the Loſs of Time by. other 
Books; ' mhich could not afſiſt her.. to 4" better. - undex- 
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and hoſe Reverend Miniſters, who afifted with their 


ug ' of her duty, and the mind of God, or taks off 
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. mility .a#d Modeſty was: ſuch, -as not-to 


noiſe and. ſhow to others; ds <if "the" Forns uy Godlineſo £ ; , 


were. the principal:or.only thing #01 tee Fegarded. 191; vi. \ 
$. 7. For ſeveral weeks: before her: laſt «Sickneſs, 
ſhe was obſervd leſs to regard the World than former- 
ly; more Seriouſly to be' devated; to'Gud ; and.onore..to 
aeſlike ain Company, and idle Talk; eſpecially if "5 ceurs 
ried with it a Tendency and deſign to diſparage others \: 
and in all reſpeits ſo to. demean. her . (elf, as if ſhe had 
receiv*d ſome ſecret Revelation from God, that her. Time 
would be but ſhort, and her change was near. tA 


J 8. Though before ſbe fell beck : ſbe was. fearful 


enough of that * Diſeaſe, whereof ſhe dyed, yet havin a . nal 


' taken her Bed, and knowing the Diſtemper, (be profeſt 
her ſelf intirely willing to acquieſce in the will of God, 
And was diſpleas'd with. any who would have tamper'd 
with her Face, or diſcours'd to that purpoſe. T4 


 &. 9. Tea during the whole three weeks of ber Sick- 
meſs ſbe- continued in ſuch a. frame; ante: 
the loathſomeneſs of .- the Diſeaſe ; notwithſtanding" t 

Troubleſome Preſcriptions of Phyſitians ; notwithſtanding 
her own Pains, of which, her Conſtitution, Breeding 
and Age conſidered, ſhe could not but be very apprehen- 
ſive. And with an admirable Patience and reſigna- 
tion to the will of God, with a great contempt of 
the Vanities: of this World, and an holy Indifference 


eves t9 Life -it ſelf, ſhe deſired to Depart : And tha | -4 


"not meerly to be eas'd of her Pain, but to be witl 


Aa 


Criſt, axd the bleſſed Society above : or to uſe. ber 


own words, To be with her Heavenly -and*her Na- 
tural Father: And: gave this excellent reaſon for her 
defire ;- Leaſt if reſtored to health, ſhe. ſhould meet with 


[ome prevailing Temptations, : that . might turn "Z 


her Heart from God and Heaven : and therefore ſhe 
had rather be with Chriſt than put it to the Venture. 


« $. 20. Her Victory over this World was lkewiſe 
evident by the particalar charge ſhe gave to thoſe about 
her, to let ſome young Gentlewomen of her Acquain- 
tance know from her,. how Contemptible the beſt of this 
World will be, when they come to dje: ana entreat them 
in her Name, (as her laſt requeſt, and the . Expreſſion 


of her ſpecial kindneſs to their Souls ) that they would © 


wot overvale it. 


Q. 11. As ay inflance of her ſubmiſſion to the good 


pleaſure of God, and [atisfaftion in his order : ſhe de- 
ſired, that her Mother, ana the whole Family might 


| Jojn with her in ſinging the latter part of the 39 Pſalm : 


I was dumb, and opened not my mouth, becauſe 
Lord thou didft it. When thou with rebukes doſt 
corre&t man for iniquity, thou makeſt::his beauty 
to confume away like a Moth. Surely.every man 


is Vanity. Selab, .&c. Which ſhe repeated by heart ac- 


cording to the Metre. 


$. 12. As an inſtance of her joyful Hope of Glory 
aw the preſence of Chriſt after death, ſhe made thoſe who 
attended in her Sickneſs, frequently to read over the 


3 Theff. 4. cap. i the cloſe whereof, the ploriows Ap-- 
 pearance of Chriſt to Tudgment i ſet forth ; and the 
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Happineſs of the Saints deſerib'd, by being ever with Ver17,u 
the Lord. ; with this addition, Wherefore comfort ous _ 2 
another with theſe words. *. IJ 


Ny "P0 6: x3 With the free uſe 'of her Reaſon, to the wer 


ry laſt God was pleas'd 70 geve her the great Bleſſin 
1 | of 4 Tender Conſcience ; and" therefore ſhe did = 


fliehtly overlook even little Failings without a penitent 
obſervation * and ſome of them ſuch as no man in « 
judgment of Charity would reckon ſinfull. Every thing 


I that look'd like undutifulneſs to her Mother, ſhe hear- 
tily begg*d her Pardon for ; though nothing conſider able 4 
| of that kind can be remembred to make her need for- © =; 


iveneſs : thankfully owning the ſtriftneſs off her Edu- 
yn the ſeaſonable Reproofh 5 HAM Parent, 
and even the abridgement of that Libexgy which other 
f Y young perſons take, ( very often to their prejudice and 
ruine) as a ſingular advantage and favour from Heaven. 


$. 14. In ſome part of her Sickneſs, ſhe had ſome 
humble becoming doubts 'and fears of her own ftate ; . 
but having imparted them to a Reverend Perſon well 


"2 acquainted in the Family, and heard his Reſolutions and 
Anſwers ; ſhe was better ſatisfied, and expreſt her hopes 
of Pardon and Salvation through the Righteouſneſs. of 

—_ Chriſt; who loved her and. waſhed her from her 


| Sins in his own Blood. Tea. fo far was ſbe from que-  * } 

[tioning the goodneſs of God, and the truth of his Bro- E 

miſe ; ſo far from doubting of the alſufficiency of Chriſks . * 

Mediation, the Merit of his Sacrifice, and his willizaneſs 

to receive returning Sinners : that the believing thowghts - 

of it mere her greateſt ſupport and joy ; ſaving often in 
the time of her Sickneſs, That though her 'ſins weze 
C Fu2 A 
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.i8. as Scarlet, God | could make them Bnow:: though 
red like Crimſon, they ſhould be as Wooll. 


the- Mercies of God ro her in the former part of her 
Life : whereof ſhe had wery many, both Perſonal and 
Relative. And «ray defired, that Thanks might 
be returned to God for his fingular goodneſs to her du- 
ring her Sickneſs. | 


d. 16. She was very deſirous of Prayer to God 
on her behalf ;, and very joyfull and well pleaſed when 
ſhe had it : and being at any time ask't what particu- 
lar requeſt ſhe deſired ſhould be made to God for her : 
ſhe mention'd not her Recovery and the lengthening of 
her days ; butgthe forgiveneſs of Sin through the Me- 
rit of her Reatemer ; an humble ſubmiſſion to Gods diſpo- 
ſal; and a prepared: heart to acquieſce in his _ 
ment. And ſo in one ſence the was full of dayes, 
though ſhe dyed wery young : being ſatiated with the 
Time ſhe had lid on Earth, and not importunate for 


a longer ſtay. | 


d. 17. Within a few hours before her diſſolution, 
( -& the approach whereof (he was more apprehenſive than 
thoſe about hey ) was very deſirous that a worthy 
' a. S. F. Miniſter whom ſhe named, might immediately be ſent 
| for, to commend her Soul to God : Who accordingly came, 


She her ſelf joyn'd in that laſt 


thoush at Midnight. 


ward returs'd him her hearty thanks fer his great kind- 

neſs therein, ſaying, Now I have nothing more to 

do, but to dye: Only requefted him not to leave the 
h - | 
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6 15. Moreover, ſhe did thankfully acknowledge 


Office with great ſeriouſneſs and affettion ; and after-.- 
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houſe that wg 
Counſel mig NET ZAt: 
feionate Mother, and other Relations, whom ſhe ſhould 
leave in ſorrow, though ſhe her ſelf" was paſſing to Eter- 
zal Foy. | OE” 


d. 18: After which ſhe compoſed ter ſelf to reſt, and 
refuſed every thing that was offer d her to take, ma- 
king Signs with her hand, »f her unvillingneſs to be di- 
ſturbed. | ft 


$ 19. 1 that ſhort ſpace of ber PS AG, TP 


was not an hour, ſhe was heard to ſay, Be gone, Sa- 
tan! Be gone ! Thou art a Lyar from the Begin- 
ning, and the Father of Lyes. O come Lord Jeſus. 
And ſoon after ſhe ſail, He is Come, he.is Come : And 


ſo fell aſleep, as in the Arms of her deareit Saviour, © 


or as the Jews Report of Moles, That he ayed with 


. the Kifi of God. 


O Death ! where is now thy Sting ? O Grave ! 


where is now thy ViQory ? The ſting of Death is. 


Sin, and the ſtrength of Sin is the Law : But thanks 


be to God, who hath given us the ViQtory through © EF; 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt : 4-4 Bleſſed are the Dead, -: 


that Thus dye in the Lord. 


d. 20: W ould to G od, that the Account here given,” 


might effettually convince us, of the great wr ge be- 
tween the Death of the Holy and the Upholy, of - the 
Righteous and the Sinner : Might convince us, of the 
great Bleſſing of holy Parents, and a'good Education ; 


and encourage Parents to be diligent and faithful, to be | * 
[eriouws, prudent and affettionate, in the Education of © 
k theis 


jght TI knowing , that X his Cotapany. fo 
s adminiſter to the ſupport of her Af- ©? 
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EO % nd 9:04) with rhe fred Suſe = 
”  » Aud Convince ts likewiſe of the Vanity of Youth, 
the ſbortneſs of our Lives, the uncertainty of onr Time, 
the nearneſs of our Change, the neceſſity, reaſonableneſs 
and. manifold advantages of Remembring our Creator 

*-  - in our younger Years : And withall might haften our - 
” Preparations, and ſpirit our Deſires to depart and be 
by old, whenever God ſhall call us. That following 
their Example who by Faith and Patience are gone 
- to inherit the Promife, We may at length meet thoſe 

' "Precious Sonts: above, "who are gone before us; that with 
-thensj\ ind all the Children of the Kingdom, we may 

-be for ever with the Lord, which i Be# of all. © 


